IDOL WORSHIP

“Each one of us is heir apparent to the Emperor of Emperors, the

Ishwara”.

ISHWARA is the only one supreme God to a Hindu. The Supreme is
described as that from which the entire universe of names and forms has
arisen. That in which the world continues to exist and that unto which
alone the world will ultimately merge. There is no question of having any
other God as ISHWARA (ISHWARA is also known as Devathey/Devadu/
Ishwaran/Kadavul/lraivan) is omnipotent and omnipresent, who needs no

partner to discharge his duties. Veda sloka says:
IR THFTET: |
g frgdedt favqfeear § Fuewr e s frenmg |
hidq YeCEUT § AN Fehrmrafd § foemr
FROM HRO T FRIGHN, TSI HeA FEeed FaeM 1 aad

It fgar: isfa e

I$varah paramaikasvartpah,
Sa nityah sarvavyapi vibhuranadiranantasca sa
nirakaro nirtpo varnanatito niskampasca,
kvacit sabdarupena sa atmanam prakasayati sa vidhata
karananam karanam tatha sarvasaktiman tadiccha puranaya kasyapi
sahdyasya prayojanam na vartate
yati dvitiyah ko’pi nasti.

Ishwara is one supreme entity. He is absolute, all pervading and eternal.
He has no beginning and no end. He has no form, colour or description.
Sometimes in the form of sound, He manifests Himself. He is the creator,
the cause of causes. He is all-powerful and does not require assistance
from anyone eise to carry out his desire. Why ? None else but He ever
exists.

This supreme reality is Ishwara which is also called Vishnu. One should

not confuse Vishnu with Bishnu and Brahma with Bramha. Bishnu and
105

Bramha were first prophets of Sanatana Dharma. One should be careful
as the similarity of spelling sometimes creates confusion. The word Vishnu
originates from the root VIS meaning to pervade. Vishnuis all-pervading.
Ishwara has no beginning and no end.

Ishwara did not required a parent. It is not parents but the human beings
who gave the supreme entity a name i.e. Ishwara. People of various religions
call him by various names. Hindus called him Ishwara/ Vishnu/Brahma/

Devadu/lshwaran/KadavulIraivan etc. The symbol of Ishwarais 3% (Om).
Veda says :
T T qOevu giyert JEfd <am
T Agd TS WA

I$varah tasya dutartpena prithivyam prerayati devan
tasmacca marigalam manusyatvam prapnoti.

Ishwara sends devtas as his messengers to regions of the world from
where good accrues to humanity.

The Hindus believe that Ishwara sends a part of himself as messiah
(Devata) to the people of the world so that men and women are guided
towards more fulfilling, harmonious human life. Devatas are human
messiahs.

These messiahs are treated by Hindus as replicas of Ishwara and they
are called Devata. They are greatly loved and respected Hindu heroes
and heroines. The Hindus believe that after their LILA (i.e. worldly life as
a mortal human being) in this world they go back to merge with Ishwara.

The Hindus believe that even when the Devatas are not present in this
world, they can still guide and help. The Hindus make statues of the
messiah and pray to /shwara using them as media. These messiahs are
known as idols or Devatas.

The Hindus know that the idol is not ISHWARA. It is only a medium to
concentrate on Ishwara and showing respect to the image is actually
praying to the Almighty through the known image of Ishwara.

Any one will salute his national flag wherever in the world he may find it.

Every one knows the national flag is only a piece of fabric and colour and
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not the nation. However, one is prepared to even lay down his life if he
finds that his national flag is being insulted. Respecting the national flag
is an example of ido! worship.

No one prays to the stone statue but prays to /shwara. That is the reason

why before all mantras (hymn) one first says Omi.e., 3»" which means in
Sanskrit “/shwarais the greatest”.

Hindus immerse their idol after worship to prove that the statue of
the idol is not important.To concentrate one's mind on the concept
of Ishwara's image through the idol is useful.

Super human achievements in the use of weapons or in the field of
knowledge were exaggerated by story-tellers who created myths about
the Devatas. Overzealous artists and sculptors gave unnatural form to
suit their metaphorical and wild imagination. All Devatas were human beings
and none were above natural law. All Devatas had one head and two

hands. Hindu hymns (mantra) explain this as :

eIl I ThIIR STaferd
Jqagdedde feged Wfaady |

TR g YA SAfaan
o @ e Svafagan |

Trimastakanam jfianam ekasire avasthitam
catur bahutulya balam dvihaste ropitam
bhakteccha puranartham punah punah avirbhutam

pranamami tivm hi [$vara prerita datam.
Oh Ishwara you sent messiahs in human form time and again. This
messiahs are very wise and in their one head they have the capabilities
of three heads. Their two hands are powerful enough to work as if four
hands are working. We all bow to these Ishwara’s messengers.

In the course of the last 20000 years, the Hindus were bestowed with
many messiahs / prophets and treated them as the incarnation of the
Adi-devtas (BRAHMA, BISHNU and MAHESHWAR). For example Ram
who was born about 5000 years back and Krishna who was born about
3500 years back are both treated as incarnations of Bishnu and receive
homage, love and respect.

A Hindu loves /shwara and would always like to be near /shwara. That is
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why ordinary Hindus who have not read the Vedas and Gita, worship
Idols. Those who have knowledge of Vedas and Gita, know that Ishwara
is the only God. HE deserves everything that a human being can offer.
Idols are only HIS representations. It is only proper to pray to Ishwara.

When Hinduism was expanding it tolerated and assimilated all tribes and
sections of people of various parts of the world and had shown respect to
their way of life and their heroes, their idols. As a result, many idols have
come to be regarded as Hindu idols. These idols may be revered by one
section of Hindus when another section may not even know of its existence
and may not even appreciate such idols. Name of the God as per dialect
also varies.

In north India God is worshipped as Ishwara, where as in southern states
of India they are worshipped as Murthy/Vigraham (idol), Ishwara/Ishwaradu
(God), Lord Venkateswara/Lord Balaji (Bishnu), Murugan/Shanmukha/
Kumar Swamy (Kartikeya) respectively.

However, all Hindus are united because all believe in the uniqueness of
the all-pervading, all powerful supreme entity (Ishwara /Devathey/Devadu/
Devthai/Kadavul/lraivan) who is the cause of all causes.

Seventh chapter, hymn number twenty of Bhagavad Gita says clearly
that one obtains fruit by praying to /shwara, but those who have lost their
reasoning power and being of ignorant nature, worship deities, i.e. idols of

Devatas:

MR
HTHEIEdR T IEdS=aadr: |
d d TEmaRemE Ygkar == ol

kamais tais tair hatajfianah prapadyante’nya devatah

tam tam niyamamasthaya prakritya niyatah svaya
Those whose wisdom has been carried away by various desires, being

prompted by their own nature, worship other deities besides Ishwara
adopting rules relating to each.
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